Come and See Cont'd.
to Possibilities, Jail Ministry and the Brady
Farm– and also around Syracuse at L’Arche and
the Northside Learning Center. Kevin spoke
with them each night about Jesus and social
justice, ending the week with a powerful
foot-washing ceremony. This group will be
returning each year to Syracuse with new
students, to continue this mission work.
Summer Servants welcomed 100 people in
our seventh running year, which is our biggest
summer yet. The teens served at 26 locations
around Syracuse, in addition to completing
minor home repairs for many of our families.
Camp began with laughter, food, and games
for about 45 teens and their leaders per week, and then led into relational service through
teachings, prayer rituals and faith in action. We were blessed with three college interns,
Nicole Antonacci, Samantha Wagner and Nick Walker, who led camp with passion and
a desire for all teens to be changed through an experience with Christ. We enjoyed a
cultural night, this year with the Congolese community at All Saints Parish, complete with
a Congolese dinner, powerful testimonies, and soul-touching singing and dancing. We
ended the weeks with a large community dinner where our teens, families and people from
our ministry sites ate together and shared testimonies of their experience and growth. At
Summer Servants we touch the unconditional heart of God as we bring the gospel alive,
moving beyond our comfort zones to connect our lives with the good news taking place
today in Syracuse.
We at Brady would like to grow our Come and See Ministry. Our dream is to have a retreat
center in Syracuse, where we can house and host up to 50 people. A kitchen, rec area,
sleeping rooms and showers are all necessary. Would you join us in prayer for this request?
Would you connect us with any financial or real estate opportunities which would allow for
this growth?
To find out more, and to see photos and videos please visit www.comeandseebfc.org
and www.summerservants.com. Contact Andrea Jacobs, Come and See Coordinator, at
andreajacobs.bfc@gmail.com.

GOD LOVE YA AWARDS BREAKFAST
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Sunday, October 22nd

The God Love Ya Annual Awards Breakfast is our chance to say thank you to the selfless
individuals who have helped to spread joy and care for those who need it most.
Your help as a sponsor is requested to help make our event a success.
Please contact Tony at tjortegabfc@gmail.com to confirm your support.

Sponsorship Levels

Naming Sponsor - $10,000
Major Sponsor - $5,000+
Benefactor - $2,500+
Patron - $1,000+
Table Sponsor - $500+

Each level includes 10 tickets to the event, which you may share with friends and family,
or donate back to Brady to be shared with members of the community.
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Thank You to...

Fall 2017

• The Bike for Brady Committee for
your hard work, dedication and energy
to host a successful June event!
• Rocky Kelly, John Kelly and Bill
Lynn for their great leadership of the
Parochial League Golf Tournament
that benefits the Brady Faith Center.
• Le Moyne College and the Notre
Dame Club of CNY for partnering
with the Brady Faith Center in
bringing Rev. David Link to Syracuse
for Community Engagement and to
speak at the Hesburgh Lecture Series.
• Tim Jennings Bey, DeWayne L.
Comer, Al-Amin Muhammad and
Rashawn Sullivan for leading our panel
discussion with Rev. David Link.
• All Saints Parish for hosting our
Community Engagement Event
• David Andoh for donating your time
and incredible talent in producing
three Brady videos
• Lisa Matto and St. James youth for
exciting, attentive VBS support
• Cindy Heath and Terri Condon and the
youth groups at St. Joseph’s and St. Ann’s/
St. Charles for creative, loving support
• Julie Scuderi for teaching energizing
yoga classes to our VBS children
• Southwest Community Center for
hosting the Norma Triche Memorial
Basketball Camp
• Alex Gideon for organizing a fun
and successful Seeds for the Arts
fundraiser at Maxwells and for Jess
Novak for her support and welcoming
us to the open mic night
• Ish Guitars for donating two guitars
for our Seeds for the Arts students
• For ALL who gave their time and
talent to making Summer Servants a
huge success including:
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Board of Directors 2017
Randy Wolken, President
President
MACNY
Hon. Julie Cecile, Vice-President
Judge
Onondaga County Family Court
Howard Triche, Vice President
Brewing Technical Training
Manager at Anheuser-Busch
Linda F. McHugh, Treasurer
VP Finance
CADimensions, Inc.
Brianna Wright, Secretary
Attorney
Hancock Estabrook, LLP
Andrew S. Lunetta
Executive Director
A Tiny Home For Good, Inc.
Jim Barry
Owner
James J. Barry, Jr., C.P.A
Mark F. Cass
Executive Director
Northside Learning Center
Eileen M. Clinton
VP Risk Management
Brown and Brown of Empire State
Dr. James Duah-Ageyman
Director of Office of Multicultural Affairs
Syracuse University

In honor of their dedication to the mission of Msgr. Charles Brady, we are
proud to announce the 2017 “God Love Ya’” Award recipients are
Carmelita Howard and The Brady Bread Baking Team.
This is our largest fundraiser of the year and is truly a day of celebration.
Invitations have been mailed and we are eagerly awaiting your response. If you
have not received an invitation and would like to attend this event
please contact Trevor Williams at 315-472-9077.

We are at our best when we are together, so please join us on October 22nd

Brady’s Retreat Ministry Widens its Reach
Many local churches offer mission trips to national and international locations, but at Brady
we say “Don’t forget about our own backyard!” Syracuse has drawn national attention with its
highest poverty ratings of blacks and Hispanics in the country, and extremely large number of
high poverty neighborhoods. We at Brady witness the personal side of these numbers while
walking alongside individuals and families affected by poverty every day.
One of the four main pillars of Brady Faith Center is a retreat ministry called Come and See,
which offers relational and educational service experiences in Syracuse. When asked, past
participants explain their Come and See experience as:
“One of the most enlightening weeks ever.”
“An experience to learn that everybody has a story, to appreciate what I have, and to love first.”

Tim McCarthy
Board of Advisors
Jail Ministry

“The nicest part was to just be present, to watch people and to just learn by listening.”

Louise Poindexter
Long time neighborhood activist
Dan Queri
Owner
DQ Consulting Services

- Lori and Frank Lazipone for all
your help, organizing, shopping,
cooking and cleaning

Fr. John Schopfer
Pastoral Director at BFC

- All Saints Church and the
Congolese Community for hosting
cultural night

Please join us on Sunday, October 22nd for our 23rd annual Celebration Mass
and “God Love Ya” Awards Breakfast. This year, mass will be celebrated
at All Saints Church at 9:00 a.m. followed by the Awards Breakfast
at 11:15 a.m. at Drumlins Country Club.

Kevin T. Frank
Executive Director at BFC

- DeWitt Community Church for
continual partnership and the use of
your space

- Julia Nosowich for food help

You're Invited

Robert J. Street
Product Line Manager
Anaren Microwave
Eunice Williams
VP/ Chief Diversity Officer
Onondaga Community College

“A service project to change your heart.”
“A life-changing experience that helped me grow in the community and in my faith.”
Brady’s Come and See Retreat Ministry offers customizable workshops and
immersions. Workshops include presentations by Kevin Frank, our
director, bus or van tours to multiple ministry sites, and meaningful
hands on service. Immersions, varying in length from one day to
one week, include organized service schedules, speakers, night
programming, and housing and meal planning. Come and See also
runs Summer Servants, an overnight mission trip in Syracuse for
teens and youth groups, in July.
Come and See gained the attention of Boston College High School last
year when its campus minister heard Kevin speak at a mission appeal in
Baldwinsville. This past June a group of 10 high school boys and two adult
leaders from the school joined us for a week, serving at the many sites at Brady– Pedals to

"Come and See" Cont’d. on Page 4

2017 Higgison Scholarship
In 2012 the Higgison Scholarship was
established in honor of Mary Ellen Higgison.
Higgison graduated from Marquette
University with a degree in English and
elementary education. Throughout her life,
she has given back to her community and
church through volunteering and tutoring.
She plays the piano and has a true love for
music. We honor Higgison by awarding this
scholarship to a student who carries on her
life values: a love of learning, community
Mary Ellen Higgison
service and music.

Thank you, from the Farm
www.BradyFarm.org
What an incredible second year
at the Brady Farm!
We couldn't have done it
without you.
Regular Volunteers:
Cox Family
John Sokolovic
David Fielding
Rizzo Family
Brian March
Frechette Family
Sister Zimmer
Sister Park
Jack and Regina Clinton
Donations of
Goods and Services:
Syracuse Grows
Maureen Shigo
Slate Hill Construction
Rashid Fields Farm
St. Ann’s Church
Salt City Coffee

Professional Assistance:
Vinny Frechette
Andrew Lunetta
Dan Queri
Paul Anderson
Volunteer Groups:
Upstate University Hospital
LeMoyne College
Orchard CNY
Fayetteville High School
Holy Cross Church
St. Joseph’s Church
Anaren Microwave Inc.
Summer Servants
Baker Memorial
Methodist Church

VBS Poetry 2017
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This year we are happy to present the Higgison
jei
Scholarship to Dwayzsha Adjei. Dwayzsha
Ad
a
h
has been involved at Brady Faith
Center throughout her life as
a Martin Luther King Dancer
and through all of our youth
programming. She participated in
VBS as a child, and then worked at
VBS as a teen. She was part of our
Servant and Teen Leadership Program
and Justice Walkers from its beginning, taking part in
many service opportunities. Dwayzsha is now a freshman
at Bryant and Stratton College. Congratulations Dwayzsha!
We thank you and celebrate your gifts and commitment to
music and community service!

"We Can Make a Change": A VBS Theme come true

Coming In From Outside
by Kyelek Richardson

by Emily Nisco-Frank, Program Coordinator

Channel 9 News Another Homicide
It was my friend Akil
People chatter “No Big Deal”
Taking it to the chin
Wondering in this city will I lose or win
5 days ago Godmom died
Holding it in trying not to cry
Telling my young ones to be strong
Because you don’t got long
Victory is around the block
Don’t stop even if you see the sign stop
Granddad, Aunt, Uncle, friend gone this year
Graveyard to graveyard here to there
If you remember anything I said
Make your dreams come true, don’t keep it in your head
You want to become an angel
But face the screams of a man
Laying down, close my eyes
Praying no one else dies
Waking up seeing the sun
That’s God’s way of saying we won
Lived to see another day
And to that I pray
“Thanks for watching over me and my family,
I know you won’t abandon me.”
Success is your ticket out of this town
That’s the best way to get around
Looking up at the stars
Knowing I will go far
Let dark thoughts come to light
Because it’s time for darkness to end.

A

fter months of planning, Vacation Bible School 2017 has
ended and we are all basking in the abundance of God's
grace. Our Brady kids enjoyed a delightful summer highlighted
by 5 weeks of creative programming. We served 36 children
who came from our many Brady families and the southside
community. We also had nine teen staff including four new CNY
Works teens with five of our own teens. Our field trips offered
off-site educational excitement which complemented our daily
teaching, crafting and playing at the center.
The kids started each day with songs and prayers, then bursted
onto one of three rotated scenes of arts and crafts, sports and
team building games, and Bible stories created by our competent
leaders. The theme this year was We Can Make a Change and I
think we all did. VBS is a product of teamwork between our yearround staff and our staff specially hired for the summer program.
We are so grateful to all of our staff especially the dedicated
young people who practiced kindness and patience to support
our children to learn self-regulation and self-motivation while
simultaneously running their focus area.
These leaders are role models who impact their lives with inner
values, meaning and memories that will serve them for a lifetime.

Untitled
by Ja’Janair
I met myself in the water
and in my reflection and shadows.
I am the red bird called a red robin and I help the world.
If I can change the world I will make bad things better.
No more bad things.
I met myself in heaven.
I will meet myself in a purple dress.
I will meet myself in pictures.
I will meet myself in my imagination.
I met myself in this world.
I will meet myself in college.
And when I meet myself in college I will make a lot of friends
and I will love all teachers and counselors too.
I love everybody in the world.

We’d like to introduce you to two of our loving, hardworking VBS
summer staff who have honored us by returning for two years or
more! Brianna Condon, from St. Ann’s Church is a current Social
Work student at Syracuse University and Karena Leckie harkens from
Onondaga Community College.
Q. What values made you decide to come and work for
the Brady Faith Center’s VBS?
Brianna: “Dedication to service, service to our neighbors
in Syracuse, and unconditional love, a value I learn from the
children, who inspire me to live this out more every day.”
Karena: “I love to see children in their happiness. I want to give
them every opportunity to find joy and be successful.”
Q. What do you hope that you will bring from your
experience at Brady into your future life of work and
relationships?
Brianna: “Being able to spread positive energy and the light of
Christ even when it’s not a religious environment. I hope to
bring the joy that children have - that joy of Christ”
Karena: “I have gained a whole lot of patience. When a situation
is not going a certain way, I can now slow down, even stop and
work with someone to find a mutually agreeable solution.”
Q. Is there any experience that you wish to share that
impacted you most?
Brianna: “For me my golden moment was watching two girls
working things out between themselves.

I Am The Face Of God
by Azia Jenkins
I am the face of God
for all to see
My face sparkles like God
They love my face
because they said
You look like God
Yes, I do look like God.

Q&A

VBS staff and teens. Brianna, second from left, and Karena,
showing the peace sign, answer questions about their
experience, right

When My Mom Told Me
by Sa’Lena
When my mom told me my dad was dead,
I had death in my head.
When my mom told me I was sad.
I felt like a lost puppy.
I still had a mommy.
When my mom told me she was sad too.
I told her I love her.
My life was sad that day.
It make me want to run away.
I know the Lord is with me.
I could see.
I felt my heart was dark.
Like an old abandoned park.
You can’t run away from your problems.

Two girls in our 5-7 year old group were in an argument. Talking
with one of them, I simply suggested, ‘What I think might make
you both feel better is if you apologized.’ Right when we walked
outside the other girl walked up to her and said, ‘I’m sorry.’
They hugged and right away started playing together.”
Karena: “One day it was raining and thundering at Thunder
Island. I was so happy at that moment to see everyone
encouraging each other. Instead of going home sad everyone
starting singing and dancing in the rain!”
Q. How has your work at Brady impacted your thoughts,
understanding and therefore decisions?
Brianna: “The kids, their lives and their stories have helped me
to think critically about the world and our community. I now
know that I want to find a career that feels like working at Brady.
I want to be in places that are more accepting and kind. I want
to put myself in an atmosphere where I am able to help children
and families together to build more unity and create that real
feeling of self-respect.”
Karena: “I can honestly say that how I look at kids … I see now
and understand that there are no bad kids. They are just kids
going through something and what they are going through is
what we might see.”

